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Human being cannot connect without separating.

Bridge and Door

Georg Simmel

The image of external things possesses for us the ambiguous dimen-
sion that in external nature everything can be considered to be con-
nected, but also as separated. The uninterrupted transformations
of materials as well as energies brings everything into relationship
with everything else and make one cosmos out of all the individual
elements. On the other hand, however, the objects remain banished
in the merciless separation of space; no particle of matter can share
its space with another and a real unity of the diverse does not exist
in spatial terms. And, by virtue of this equal demand on self-
excluding concepts, natural existence seems to resist any application
of them at all.

Only to humanity, in contrast to nature, has the right to connect
and separate been granted, and in the distinctive manner that one
of these activities is always the presupposition of the other. By
choosing two items from the undisturbed store of natural things in
order to designate them as ‘separate’, we have already related them
to one another in our consciousness, we have emphasized these two
together against whatever lies between them. And conversely, we
can only sense those things to be related which we have previously
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il Iwan/ Shabistan
Masculine/Feminine
Public/Private
Open, Outdoor/Close, Indoor
Cool, Refreshment/Warm, Protection
Stage, Representation/Intimacy, Veil
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Proximity makes Civility
Civil space is the space “in between” walls
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